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GEOR GIANNA  A N GIE  (M ACKEY ) KASPER ,
A H URON  POTAWATO MI , T H IRD  FRO M LEFT .
PH OTO GRAP H TAKEN  AT  A POW  W OW

SO MEW H ERE  IN  M IC H I GAN , CIRCA  1950
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  PH OTO GRAP H S  & ARTIFACTS
  1. MAP- ARC H AEOLO GICAL  ATLAS  OF  MIC H I GAN

  2. PH OTO - COURTESY  OF  T H E  MAR GIE  P. ( MACKEY ) S H AW  FA MILY

  3. MAP- ARC H AEOLO GICAL  ATLAS  OF  MIC H I GAN

  4. ORI GINAL  PAINTIN G- CO MM ISSIONED  BY  T H E  MIC H I GAN  BELL  CO .
  5. BEADED  H EADBAND - COURTESY  OF  T H E  MAR GIE  P. ( MACKEY ) S H AW  FA MILY

  6. MOCCASINS - CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

  7. PH OTO - COURTESY  OF  T H E  MAR GIE  P. ( MACKEY ) S H AW  FA MILY

  8. SCALE  MODEL  CANOE - CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

  9. CLUB - CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

10. PH OTO - COURTESY  OF  T H E  MAR GIE  P. ( MACKEY ) S H AW  FA MILY

11.  CH IEF  PONTIAC - MARS H ALL  FREDRICKS  SCULPTURE ,DOWNTOWN  PONTIAC

12. “ BEAR  CLAW ” NECKLACE - COURTESY  OF  T H E  MAR GIE  P. ( MACKEY ) S H AW  FA MILY

13. MAP- CJLIPPERT  OF  T H E  EN GLIS H WIKIPEDIA  PROJECT

14. OJIBWE  H EADDRESS - CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

15. I MA GES  OF  OIL  ON  CANVAS  PAINTIN GS - COURTESY  OF

      ARC H ITECT  OF  T H E  CAPITOL

16. SPEAR  H EADS - CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

17. BASKET -CRANBROOK  INSTITUTE  OF  SCIENCE  COLLECTIONS

18. PAINTIN G- T H E  LITTLE  BOOK  OF  NATIVE  A MERICAN  WISDO M 
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QUOTES  & WRITIN GS

A  CH IEF  TELON GA/ TON GA H- PLY MOUT H MOUND , MIC H I GAN , DECE MBER  1819 SUCCESSOR  TO  POTAWATO MI  CH IEF  TONQUIS H

B  T H E  WORLD  OF  T H E  A MERICAN  INDIAN  - NATIONAL  GEO GRAP H IC  SOCIETY

C  VOCABULARY , ETC … TAKEN  FRO M A BRIEF  H ISTORY  OF  T H E  ANIS H INABE  CLAN  SYSTE M FUNCTIONS ;
     A  SERIES  ON  T H E  CLANS  OF  T H E  ANIS H INABE  [ OJIBWAY ] NATION , 1993
D  7 PROP H ECIES  - PART  OF  A SERVICES  OF  KINOO MAA GEWIN  MZIN GAS  ( LITTLE  TEAC H IN G BOOKS )
E   “ SEVEN  GRANDFAT H ER  TEAC H IN GS ” - PART  OF  A SERIES  OF  KINOO MAA GEWIN  MZIN GAS  ( LITTLE  TEAC H IN G BOOKS )
F   POTAWATO MI  WORDS  ( BODEWAD MI ) - PROVIDED  BY  KI M WESTSAUT , FOREST  COUNTY  POTAWATO MI

G,H QUOTES - TAKEN  FRO M T H ROU GH  INDIAN  EYES , READERS  DI GEST  ASSOCIATION , INC

I   H TTP :// WWW .KANSAS H ERITA GE .OR G/ PBP/ BOOKS / DICTO / D_ SOURCE .H T ML

J  H TTP :// WWW .ENC H ANTEDLEARNIN G.CO M/ EXPLORERS / PA GE / P/ PONTIAC .S H T ML

*1

Anishinaabe-Anishinini Map
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“You see, I stand 
in good relation to the 

earth...to the gods...
to all that is beautiful...

You see, I am alive,
I am alive.”

BROOK  T ROUT

NATIVE  A MERICAN  TRIBAL  NA ME  SPELLIN GS  & MISSPELLIN GS :  
CORRECT  ORI GINAL                                                          ACCEPTED

BODEWADI MI       ( KEEPERS  OF  FIRE )                    POTAWATO MI / POTTAWATO MIE

OJIBWE   ( PEOPLE  OF  T H E  PUCKERED  MOCCASIN )     OJIBWA  ( PUCKERIN G TEC H NIQUE  ON  MOCCASINS )/ CH IPPEWA

ODAWA   ( TRADERS )                                          OTTAWA   

T H ESE  3 TRIBES  WERE  KNOWN  AS  T H E  “ T H REE  FIRES .” 

T H E  NA ME  “ MIC H I GAN ” IS  DERIVED  FRO M T H E  AL GONPUIN  CH IPPEWA  WORD  “ MEICI GA MA”, MEANIN G 
“BI G SEA  WATER ” - A  REFERENCE  TO  T H E  GREAT  LAKES . T H E  NATIVE  A MERICANS  BELIEVED  T H E  LOWER

PENINSULA  OF  MIC H I GAN  TO  BE  IN  T H E  S H APE  OF  A TURTLE . T H E  WORD  “ MIS H IIKEN H”, MEANS  “ TURTLE .”
T H E  TURTLE  IS  CONSIDERED  T H E  KIN G OF  T H E  FIS H CLAN . T H E  CREATION  STORY  GOES , DURIN G T H E  GREAT  FLOOD ,
A PIECE  OF  EART H WAS  PLACED  ON  T H E  TURTLES  BACK  AND  T H E  WIND  BLEW  T H E  GRAINS  IN  T H E  FOUR  DIRECTIONS .
T H IS  WAS  A NEW  BE GINNIN G. ”- TURTLE  INFOR MATION  COURTESY  OF  H OTEL  CONCIER GE - SOARIN G EA GLE

CASINO - SA GINAW  CH IPPEWA  TRIBE .

DISCLAI MER :
T H IS  IS  T H E  FIRST  MAP OF  T H E  
OAKLAND  COUNTY  H ERITA GE  MAP 
SERIES . INFOR MATION  FOR  T H E  OVERALL  
LAYOUT  CO MES  FRO M NU MEROUS  
SOURCES .  T H OU GH  T H ERE  ARE  
DISCREPANCIES  IN  SPELLIN G, ALL  ARE  
CONSIDERED  CORRECT .  T H IS  PRODUCT  
MAY  BE  UPDATED  PERIODICALLY  TO  
FURT H ER  T H E  AWARENESS  OF  OUR  
NATIVE  A MERICAN  H ERITA GE .

FACT : IN  OAKLAND  COUNTY  AND  BEYOND , MANY  WELL  TRAVELED  H ISTORIC  NATIVE  A MERICAN  TRAILS  H AVE  LITERALLY

“P AV E D  TH E  W AY ” FOR  TOD AY ’S  M AJOR  ROAD W AY S . TH E  FAM OU S  “ SAG IN AW  TRAIL ” W ITH IN  TH E  COU N TY ’S  B ORD E RS  IS  N OW  W OOD -
WARD  AVENUE  AND  DIXIE  H I GH WAY . A PORTION  OF  T H E  ORI GINAL  TRAIL  STILL  EXISTS  IN  WATERFORD  TOWNS H IP  AS  A RESIDENTIAL  
STREET  REFERRED  TO  AS  SA GINAW  TRAIL . T H E  ” GRAND  RIVER  TRAIL ” AND  “ S H IAWASSEE  TRAIL ” H AVE  BECO ME  GRAND  RIVER  AVENUE  
AND  S H IAWASSEE  ROAD  DOWN  IN  T H E  SOUT H EAST  PORTION  OF  T H E  COUNTY . “ PONTIAC  TRAIL ” RUNNIN G T H ROU GH  WEST  BLOO M-
FIELD  AND  CO MM ERCE  TOWNS H IPS  AND  INTO  WALLED  LAKE  IS  STILL  KNOWN  AS  PONTIAC  TRAIL .

NATIVE AMERICAN PROVERB

FOR  MORE  INFOR MATION  ON  T H IS  PRODUCT , PLEASE  CONTACT  OAKLAND  COUNTY  PLANNIN G & ECONO MIC  DEVELOP MENT  SERVICES  (248) 858-0720
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“BEAR  CLAW ” NECKLACE  MADE  UP OF

MESCAL  BEANS  & I NDIAN  DENTALIUN  S H ELLS . 
O BTAINED  AS  A GIFT  OR  BY  TRADE . 

CREDITS :

17

2

OAKLAND COUNTY NATIVE AMERICANS

“My beloved brothers,
I would walk with you here. For I say to you, the pale face does not own this land, nor is it ours to give. It is our land and their land. It belongs to the Great Spirit who does not divide, who is always the same, whose bounty knows no limits” A

B

           The 7 Prophecies
First Prophecy/ First Fire
The Anishinabek were instructed to follow the direction of the setting sun for their sur-vival. The megis (cowrie) shell will appear at seven places on the Great Walk and lead the people to a new home where food grows on the water.
Second Prophecy/ Second Fire
The Anishinabek would camp by a large body of water. The path of the megis shell and the spiritual strength of the people will become lost. A special boy will be born to lead the people on the Great Walk.

Third Prophecy/ Third Fire
Great hope and anticipation will arrive in the time of the Third Fire. The megis shell will lead the Anishinabek to their new home, to the places where food grows on the water.
Fourth Prophecy/ Fourth Fire
During the time of the Fourth Fire, the prophets told the Anishinabek that Light-Skinned people will come over the Great Salt Water. They would travel in big trees pulled by billowing white clouds.  The faces of the Light-Skinned people will tell the future. Some faces may show brotherhood, peace, and wonderful changes for many years.  Oth-ers may wear false faces hiding their hunger for the land.
Fifth Prophecy/ Fifth Fire
The Light-Skinned people will bring promises of joy and salvation. Those who accept the promises will abandon the old ways and each other for a new way of life.
Sixth Prophecy/ Sixth Fire
Many Anishinabek will accept the promises that were brought in the time of the Fifth Fire.  Turning their backs on the old ways, many will discourage their children from lis-tening to the elders, speaking the language, and learning the traditions.
Seventh Prophecy/ Seventh Fire
New People will rise up and the Anishinabek nation will be reborn.  The New People will seek knowledge from the elders and rekindle the old ways.  In the Seventh Fire, all people must choose between two paths - desecration or compassion. D

        
   Niizhwaaswi Mishomis Kinoomaagewinawaan
         Seven Grandfather Teachings

...”We have to take care of Aki (Mother Earth) or we will not have a home.  We 
must all share in this responsibility. We need to make sure that Mother Earth 
and everything the Creator gave her will always be here for future generations. 
Each morning let us remember whose spirits are in the many glories that sur-
round us.  They taught us, as they had been taught by their elders, how to take 
care of Mother Earth and each other.

One gave him the gift of NIBWAAKAAWIN (Wisdom), and he learned to use 
that wisdom for his people.

Another gave the gift of ZAAGIDWIN (Love), so that he would love his brother 
and sister and share with them.  

The third Grandfather offered the gift of MANAADJITOWAAWIN (Re-
spect), so that he would give respect to everyone, all human beings and all 
things created.

AAKODEWIN (Bravery), was the next gift, the courage to do things even in the 

would be honest in every action and provide good feelings in his heart.

Another Grandfather offered DIBAADENDIZOWIN (Humility), to teach the 
boy to know that he was equal to everyone else, no better or no less.

The last gift that was given to the boy was DEBWEWIN (Truth).  The Grand-
father said, “Be true in everything that you do.  Be true to yourself and true to 
your people. Always speak the truth”.

The Grandfathers told him, “Each of these Teachings must be used with the 
rest.  You can not have WISDOM without LOVE, RESPECT, BRAVERY, HONES-
TY, HUMILITY, and TRUTH. You can not be honest if you use only one or two 
of the Teachings, and to leave out one is to embrace the opposite of what the 
Teaching is.”

We should all try to live by the Seven Grandfather Teachings. Sometimes it 
may be hard to apply all of them daily, but we must try. If we don‛t practice 
honesty, we cheat. If we don‛t practice truth, we will lie. We must go back to 
the knowledge that the Seven Grandfathers taught the First Elder, who then 
passed the Teachings on to the next generation, and so on.

The Seven Grandfather Teachings will remind us how to treat one another and 
our children. Each of us is responsible for taking care of the children and of 
Mother Earth. The children are the ones who must care for Mother Earth to-
morrow, and for the generations to come.”

- Author Unknown E

       S EVEN  O RI GINAL  CLANS  (DO- DAI M)
A H- JI - JAWK  ( CRANE ) – CH IEFTAINS H IPMA H N G ( LOON ) – CH IEFTAINS H IPGI - GOON  ( F IS H) – PH ILOSOP H ERS  & M EDIATORS

MA- KWA  ( BEAR ) – G UARDIANS  & H EALERS
W A- BI - Z H A- S H I  (M ARTEN ) – W ARRIORS , H UNTERS , &

 PROVIDERS
W A- WAS H- KES H- S H E  ( DEER ) – RECONCILERS  & PURSUERS  OF    

           WELL - BEIN G
BA- NAIS  ( B IRD ) – S PIRITUALISTS  & PURSUERS  OF  KNOWLED GE

 A  F EW  W ORDS  IN  T H E  O JIBWA  V OCABULARY

A MERICAN  I NDIAN  MAN  = A NNIS H NAABE  ( PROBABLY  ORI GINALLY       
    MEANT  O JIBWE  PERSON , NOW  USED  MORE  GENERALLY )A MERICAN  I NDIAN  WO MAN  = A NIS H INNBEKWEO JIBWAY  = A NIS H INABE   

ARROW  H EAD  = NABO - WEWANWI
CONTAINER  = MAKOK
H ELLO  = AANII

LE GGIN GS  = MIDAASAN
T H ANK  YOU   = M EQWETC H           GRAND  M EDICINE  S OCIETY  = M IDEWIWIN  (N A ME ) I  A M CALLED  = ( NA ME ) NINDIZ H INKAAZGOOD  DAY  = N ANABOOS H OO  LEADER  OR  CH IEF  = O GI MAW   POT  = MINIKWAAJI GAN

STRAW B E RRY  = OD E ’ IM IN  ( M E AN S  “ H E ART  B E RRY ”)

        POTAWATO MI  W ORDS  ( BODEWAD MI )GBEKTÉ  NÉ ?                     A RE  YOU  H UN GRY ?
GS H É MNÉDO    C REATOR
KÉ    E ART H 
W ISNÉN !   E AT ! W ISNÉWEN    F OOD  BOS H O   H ELLO  

KÉ - M AJIM É N !   
L E T ’S  G O / L E T ’S  LE AV E  

N MÉS H O MÉS   MY GRANDFAT H ER

N OK MÉS               M Y GRAND MOT H ER  
GIZÉS     S UN  MI GWÉTC H   T H ANK  YOU  

MBIS H    W ATER  

C

F

“Englishman, although 
you have conquered the 
French, you have not 
yet conquered us.  We 
are not your slaves. The 
lakes, these woods and 
mountains were left us by 
our ancestors.  We will 
part with them to no one.”
-Pontiac, Ottawa H

 
                        

              Potawatomi Pronunciation Guide

  Alphabet:

  a  b  c  d  e  e
‛  g  h  i  I  j  k

  m  n  o  p  s  sh  
t  u  w  y  z  zh

  (Note: An adapted phonet
ic alphabet using

 the roman alphabet)

  a = ah     e‛ = 
the “a” in “cat”  

 j = j  p = p  w = w

  b = b      g = 
g     k = k  s = s  y = y

  c = ch      h = 
h     m = m sh = sh  z = z

  d = d      i = e
e     n = n  t = t  zh = the “s” in “l

eisure”

    o = oh u = the “oo” in “b
ook,” 

      or sometimes the “uh” in “b
uck”

   Sometimes y and w act as “semivowels” (similar to diphthongs
), when they follow vowels:

   ey = the sound
 in “hey”

   ay = the sound
 in “die”

   aw = the sound in “
cow”

   iw = the sound in “
beautiful”

MAIZE
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W ILD  R ICE  H ARVESTIN G
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T WO  DAU GH TERS  OF  J OSEP H M. BRADLEY ,
AKA : KIC - O N _ NOB - A Y (1852-1924),
A S A GINAW  CH IPPEWA  CH IEF

PH OTO GRAP H CIRCA  1900
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I NDIAN  T OBACCO

‘L OB E LIA  IN �ATA ’
USED  FOR  CERE MONIAL  PURPOSES , GIVEN  AS  
GIFTS  AND  “ PASSED ” TO  SEAL  A DEAL -
MUC H LIKE  A H AND  S H AKE .

“In the old days our people
had no education.
All their wisdom and knowledge 
came to them from dreams. They 
tested their dreams and in that 
way learned their own strength.”
-Ojibwa Elder G
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Chief Macoonse on St. Clair River
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PAUL  M ACKEY , AKA : PAUL  PEPEYA H (1895-1976), H AD  A TRAVEL -
IN G WILD  WEST  S H OW  CALLED  “ PRINCESS  AND  CH IEF  CLEARWATER .”  
H IS  GREAT  GRANDFAT H ER  WAS  PE - PE - Y A H CH IEF  OF  T H E  PAW  PAW  
BAND  OF  POTAWATO MI  1843-1845. H E  DIED  1856-57 AND  IS  
BURIED  PE - PE - Y A H CE METERY , IN  PAW  PAW  T WP ., V AN  BUREN  CO., 
MI . PH OTO GRAP H IS  CIRCA  1930

1

OAKLAND  C OUNTY  1931 AR C HE OLOGI C AL   ATLAS

“IT TAKES A THOUSAND VOICES TO TELL A SINGLE STORY.”                                                                                            
OAKLAND COUNTY NATIVE AMERICANS

NATIVE AMERICAN PROVERB
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CH IEF  PONTIAC  WAS  AN  OTTAWA  CH IEF  ( B. 1720 – D. APRIL  20, 1769) AND  H EAD  

OF  T H E  COUNCIL  OF  T H E  T H REE  FIRES  ( INTERTRIBAL  GROUP  OF  OTTAWA , POTAWA -

TO MI  AND  OJIBWA ). T H E  FRENC H TRADERS  AND  INDIANS  H AD  COEXISTED  WELL , 

TRADIN G FURS  FOR  SUPPLIES . IN  1760, T H E  BRITIS H DEFEATED  T H E  FRENC H AND  

TOOK  OVER  T H EIR  FORTS . SO ME  OF  T H E  BRITIS H LI MITED  TRADE  AND  AN GERED  T H E  

TRIBES . IN  1762, PONTIAC  ENLISTED  ALL  OF  T H E  18 LOCAL  TRIBES  TO  DRIVE  OUT  

TH E  B RITISH . TH IS  W AS  KN OW N  AS  “ P ON TIAC ’S  CON SP IRACY .” E ACH  TRIB E  W AS  

TO  ATTACK  T H E  FORTS  NEAREST  TO  T H E M IN  MAY  OF  1763, AND  ELI MINATE  T H E  

BRITIS H SETTLE MENTS . T H E  REBELLION  WAS  TO  BE GIN  ON  MAY  7, 1762, BY  TAKIN G 

FORT  D E TROIT . P ON TIAC ’S  P LAN  W AS  B E TRAY E D . H E  IN STE AD  E N CIRCLE D  TH E  FORT  

WIT H WARRIORS , BLOCKIN G SUPPLIES  AND  REINFORCE MENTS . ON  JULY  31, PONTIAC  

WON  T H E  “ BATTLE  OF  BLOODY  RUN ,” BUT  BRITIS H REINFORCE MENTS  CA ME  AND  H E  

RE TRE ATE D . D U RIN G  “ P ON TIAC ’S  W AR ” (1763-64), TH E  TRIB E S  CAP TU RE D  8 OF  

12 FORTS  AND  LEFT  BRITIS H SETTLE MENTS  IN  RUIN . BY  1764, T H E  FRENC H SIDED  

WIT H T H E  BRITIS H AND  RE - TOOK  MANY  OF  T H E  AREAS . PONTIAC  A GREED  TO  A PEACE  

TREATY  IN  JULY  1766, AT  FORT  DE  CH ARTRES , ILLINOIS . T H REE  YEARS  LATER , H E  

WAS  MURDERED  BY  A PEORIA  INDIAN . TO  AVEN GE  H IS  DEAT H T H E  OTTAWA  KILLED  

MANY  PEORIA  INDIANS .
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MANAGEMENT & BUDGET

FACILITY MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGYHUMAN RESOURCES

CORPORATION COUNSELCENTRAL SERVICES


